THE STATE OF TEXAS	*	COMMISSIONERS COURT

COUNTY OF KENEDY	*	OF KENEDY COUNTY, TEXAS

	On the 16th day of January, 2026, at 1:30 o'clock p.m., a special meeting of the Commissioners Court of Kenedy County, Texas, was held in the Kenedy County Courthouse. 

	Commissioner present:
	Charles E. Burns, County Judge
	Joe Recio, Commissioner, Precinct No. 1
	Israel Vela, Jr., Commissioner, Precinct No. 2
Jose Salazar, Commissioner, Precinct No. 4

	Also present:
	Veronica Vela, County & District Clerk
	Leo Villarreal, Administrative Assistant
Allison Strauss, County Attorney
	Deanna Esquivel, Administrative Secretary
	Seferino Gutierrez, Maintenance Supervisor

	Absent:
Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon
Ramon Salinas, III, County Sheriff
	Irma Longoria, County Tax Assessor/Collector
Cynthia Salinas, County Treasurer
	JP Jana Norrell
	Stephanie Garza, Elections Administrator
	JP Patricia Fain
	JP Cecilia Schulz

1. Judge Burns Called the Meeting to Order at 1:30 p.m.

	Judge Charles E. Burns called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

	Judge Charles E. Burns led the Commissioners and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Prayer

	Judge Charles E. Burns led the Commissioners and audience in prayer.

4. Receive Public Comments.

	No public comments were made.
     
5. Discuss & Act on Hiring Emily D. Rozpal, EDR Architects, PLLC Regarding Plans for the Sheriff’s Evidence Room Locker and the Addition to the Elections Administration Building.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider hiring Emily D. Rozpal, EDR Architects, PLLC regarding the plans for the Sheriff’s evidence room locker and the addition to the Elections Administration Building.

	Commissioner Joe Recio moved and Commissioner Israel Vela, Jr. seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that Emily D. Rozpal, EDR Architects, PLLC be hired regarding the plans for the Sheriff’s evidence room locker and the addition to the Elections Administration Building.

6. Discuss & Act on Budget Amendment Corrections. 

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider authorizing several corrections to the 2024 Budget.

	Commissioner Joe Recio moved and Commissioner Israel Vela, Jr. seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the required budget corrections be made to the 2024 Budget.

7. Discuss & Act on Approving the Kenedy/Kleberg County Adult Sexual Assault Response Teams’ 2025 Biennial Report and Authorizing Transmittal of the 2025 Biennial Report to the Sexual Assault Survivor’s Task Force at SASFT@gov.texas.gov by February 1, 2026.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider approving the Kenedy/Kleberg County Adult Sexual Assault Response Teams’ 2025 Biennial Report and authorizing the transmittal of the report to the Sexual Assault Survivor’s Task Force at SASFT@gov.texas.gov by February 1, 2026.

	Commissioner Joe Recio moved and Commissioner Israel Vela, Jr. seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Kenedy/Kleberg County Adult Sexual Assault Response Teams’ 2025 Biennial Report be approved as presented and that Judge Burns is authorized to transmit the report to the Sexual Assault Survivor’s Task Force at SASFT@gov.texas.gov by February 1, 2026.

8. Discuss & Act on the Purchase of a Truck for the Sheriff’s Office from Silsbee Ford.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to considering the approval of the purchase of a truck from Silsbee Ford for the Sheriff’s office in the amount of $59,315.00 and an additional $10,000.00 to equip the truck with the required accessories.

	Commissioner Joe Recio moved and Commissioner Israel Vela, Jr. seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Sheriff’s Department purchase a truck from Silsbee Ford in the amount of $59,315.00 and an additional $10,000.00 to equip the truck with the required accessories.

9. Consent Agenda – Approve Travel Expenses for Deanna Esquivel to Attend the Court’s Assistants Training Conference in San Marcos, Texas on February 4-6, 2026. 

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider approving that Deanna Esquivel attend the Court’s Assistants Training Conference in San Marcos, Texas on February 4-6, 2026 and that her travel expenses be paid.

	Commissioner Joe Recio moved and Commissioner Israel Vela, Jr. seconded the motion to approve Deanna Esquivel’s attendance of the Court’s Assistants Training Conference in San Marcos, Texas on February 4-6, 2026 and that her travel expenses be paid provided she give proper receipts to the County Treasurer.

10. Discuss & Act on Payment of Bills.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to pay the bills presented.

	Commissioner Joe Recio moved and Commissioner Israel Vela, Jr. seconded the motion to approve the payment of bills as presented.

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION: TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE, § 551.071, § 551.072, § 551.073, 
§ 551.074 

An Executive Session was not needed.

12. Open Session: Discuss & Act on Items Addressed in Executive Session.

An Open Session on an Executive Session was not necessary.




13. Adjournment.

	There being no further business at this time to come before the Commissioners Court, Commissioner Joe Recio moved and Commissioner Israel Vela, Jr. seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Kenedy County Commissioners Court be adjourned at 1:40 p.m.




							/s/ Charles E. Burns_____________
							Charles E. Burns, Kenedy County Judge


/s/ Veronica Vela_______________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Veronica Vela, Kenedy County Clerk
